Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 11th May, 2011 at 7.30 pm
  
Cathaoirleach:        Councillor Padraig McKenny
 
Other Members:     Councillors Michael Farrelly, Leonard Hatrick,
Fintan Malone, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty., 
Mary Kavanagh, Dolores Minogue, Finnan McCoy
 Officials:               Joe McGuinness, Town Manager, 

 
Miriam Roe, 
Town Clerk
Sean O’Reilly, Actn’g Senior Executive Engineer 
-------------------------------
MINUTE 38/11
Vote of Sympathy -  A vote of sympathy to the family Larry Conlon, was passed.  Cllrs were unanimous in their praise for Larry both as a Member of the Town Commissioners and as a Council employee.
Best Wishes - Best wishes for a speedy recovery were sent to former Town Councillor Tom Minogue.
MINUTE 39/11
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 13th April 2011 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr McCoy, seconded by Cllr Farrelly

MINUTE 40/11
Walled Town Day
€3,500 funding was received from IWTN.  A number of Cllrs were to attend the information/training day on 12th May.  This item to be on the Agenda for next meeting.

MINUTE 41/11

Town Twinning
Some Cllrs had returned from a visit to Nettuno and Cllr McKenny outlined details of the trip.  All agreed that the visit was very worthwhile and that a youth group from Nettuno planned to visit Ardee in the coming months.  It was hoped that this would stimulate tourism initiatives between both areas.
Cllr McGeough remarked that this project was in its infancy but that there was enormous potential and all avenues should be explored.
Cllr McCoy remarked that perhaps a competition for the local schools should be looked into
MINUTE 42/11
Town Improvement Fund
A report on expenditure to date was circulated to all Cllrs.  Cllr McKenny outlined the breakdown noting that signage was the bulk of the expenditure but that this would be a once off.
A request from Ardee Tidy Towns was discussed and it was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McCoy and seconded by Cllr Malone that €2,500 be given.

Appreciation was noted for the work that Ardee Town Council, Tidy Towns and the Traders were carrying out.  All monies spent were for the benefit of the town.

MINUTE 43/11
Review of Pay Parking
J McGuinness outlined Louth County Council ‘s intention to carry out a comprehensive review of Pay Parking in Ardee over the next few weeks.  This would include streets, carparks, residents permits and how the scheme is managed. All comments/submissions on the subject must be submitted in writing to the Town Clerk to be included in any proposals.  

A discussion followed regarding pay parking in the town and possible proposals for amendments which would be submitted.

S O’Reilly suggested that Cllrs would have an opportunity to submit proposals regarding whether parking bays would be parallel or 60 degree, the provision of loading bays, additional parking areas and removal of parking bays as previously discussed.

J McGuinness stated that there would be an informal consultation followed by drafting of revised Bye Laws.  These would be put forward for public consultation and then the scheme would be adopted.  

Advertisement regarding this review to be placed in local papers.

MINUTE 44/11
Notice of Motion

From Cllr Tenanty
7.1
That Ardee Town Council call on Louth County Council  and other Local Authorities who have litter wardens to change working hours to catch people who are committing offences at weekends and late in the night.

A response from Mary Murtagh was read out.

A discussion followed regarding the problem of litter in Ardee and its surrounding area. Cllr McGeough remarked on the excellent work that the litter wardens do regarding litter management. 
On the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and seconded by Cllr McGeough it was agreed to circulate to all Local Authorities.  This was unanimously supported by the Cllrs.
MINUTE  45/11

Notice of Motions from Other Councils
· Turles Town Council -  Agreed
· Kilrush Town Council – Agreed
· Kilkee Town Council – Agreed
MINUTE 46/11
Correspondence 

· Ardee Tidy Towns – as per minute 42/11

· Letter from Office of An Taoiseach – Noted

· Mayors for Peace 2020 Invitation – Noted

· Turfman Festival Committee:  –Noted

· Tipperary Peace convention – Marked as Read

· IPA Conference – Marked as Read

· Wheelie Clean – Refer to Acting Senior Executive Engineer

MINUTE 47/11

A.O.B
Traffic Management – Cllr McKenny commented on the congestion in the town which is being caused by the junction at the Kells Road / Castle Street and also at Hale St/John St.  Lengthy delays are being caused on the Drogheda Road heading north.

In response to Cllr McKenny and Cllr McCoys comments Sean O’Reilly stated that the Area Engineers have looked at both these junctions and will contact the NRA in regards their thoughts on both junctions. He added that the introduction of traffic lights may increase rather than remove congestion in the Town due to the continue stop/start of traffic.

It was proposed by Cllr McCoy and seconded by Cllr Minogue to write to the NRA to ask for an update on the proposals for the Ardee By-Pass

Cllr Hatrick enquired as to the possibility of installing lights at the Kells Road Junction

Sean O’Reilly responded by saying that consultants had already looked at this junction in regards the erection of traffic lights. The cost of providing and installing traffic lights at this junction would be in the region of €100,000.  The actual positioning of the traffic lights could be a problem due to the width of Castle Street adjacent to this junction. Providing traffic lights may necessitate the removal of existing parking bays and the construction of traffic islands to accommodate the lights. The provision of Pedestrians crossings into the traffic lights would also be checked out. It may well prove that the provision of traffic lights as he stated previously may actually hinder rather than improve traffic flow through the Town
Cllr McGeough suggested that Louth County Council officials should revert to the Cllrs with a proposal to remedy these problems and that this could then be progressed with the NRA.

A.T.M’s – Cllr McCoy stated that there were no ATM’s working in the town of Ardee over the previous 5 weekends, including bank holidays.  People were withdrawing money in other towns and Ardee was loosing out on trade.  It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McCoy and seconded by Cllr Kavanagh that a letter would issue to Ulster Bank and Bank of Ireland enquiring as to why this was happening.  It was agreed unanimously.  
Potholes – Cllr Hatrick and Cllr Farrelly highlighted potholes at the Dundalk Road roundabout and Bridge Street.

Broken Windows – Cllr Hatrick highlighted that a number of windows were broken on the town the previous night and that the window in Martins Shop was still broken and not boarded up.

De La Salle House – Cllr Minogue enquired as to the progress of this item previously on the Agenda.  J McGuinness responded that a meeting had been sought at a time which was mutually agreeable to both parties and would revert.

Roadworks on the Main Street – Cllr Farrelly asked if there was a public notice or notice to businesses regarding the current works.  

S O’Reilly responded that this would not be the norm as it would necessitate carrying out a similar exercise to all businesses, dwelling houses etc on all roads when works were being carried out and this would not be possible. He did remind Councillors that the intention to carry out the works on the Main Street was raised at previous Town Council meetings so Councillors could pass the word around.

.  

Cllr McKenny enquired as to why the footpath was widened outside the Railway Bar and what happens to the trading bay.

S O’Reilly responded that this was a proposal that the Area Engineers had received on foot of the public consultation that was carried out by the Age Friendly committee. The group made a proposal to provide a pedestrian crossing at this location and the islands were being constructed prior to the commencement of the overlay works on the Main Street. It was also to prevent vehicles parking too close to the Ash Walk junction and as they were currently blocking the driver’s views of pedestrians walking on the public footpath. The constructed islands would only cover the length of the existing yellow lines at the junction. The trading bay would be retained in its current position. The majority of the overlay works on the Main Street would be carried out at night.

Cllr Hatrick enquired as to the possibility of changing the sequence of the existing pedestrian lights at the Castle.

S O’Reilly said that the lights had been checked on several occasions in the past regarding the sequences but that he would get the consultant to check the sequences again when he is carrying out maintenance on the lights.

Fairgreen – Cllr McKenny enquired as to the works taking place in the fairgreen.  
S O’Reilly stated that two picnic tables were being installed. He also informed the Councillors that a lot of litter/bottles were left behind on the Fairgreen grassed and hard standing areas including the playground and football areas over the Easter period by users of the park. This was despite the fact that there were plenty of litter bins available for use. He informed those present that he had informed the litter warden and that the warden would continue to make regular visits to the park. 

.
A discussion followed regarding the problem of litter and Cllr McGeough remarked that the litter wardens had been very successful in the last number of years regarding fines/convictions.

Cllr Tenanty proposed and was seconded by Cllr McCoy that a letter be sent to An Taisce to enquire as to whether a scheme, like the green flags for schools, could be set up as an incentive for towns to keep their amenity areas tidy.
Fencing at Riverside Walk -  Cllr Tenancy asked if fencing at the rear of houses backing onto Riverside Walk could be provided by LCC.  There is a continuing problem of people breaking down the fences and running through gardens to avoid the gardai.  
S O’Reilly to revert

.
Grass at Riverside Walk -  Cllr McCoy asked if grass in the river – along the bank could be cleared as it poses a clear safety risk.  OPW to be approached

Permission to Use Cllrs Profiles -  It was unanimously agreed on the request of Cllr Tenanty that Cllrs would give their permission to use their profiles/pictures for the new Ardee Town web site
Telecom Poles on Stoney Lane -  Cllr Malone enquired as to the possibility of relocating 2 poles which are posing a danger at the road edge.  
S O’Reilly to look at the planning permission granted for this development
Speed Camera Sign-  A speed camera sign at Blakestown is blocking visibility from an entrance to a dwelling.  
Sean O’Reilly agreed to get the General Services Supervisor to check this out and that he would contact the NRA if required.
Wall at Rugby Club -  Cllr McCoy enquired as to the position regarding this wall which is dangerous.  J McGuinness stated that he had approved an enforcement notice to be issued.

Turlough Butler O’Brien -  On the proposal of Cllr Malone and seconded by Cllr McCoy it was decided to write to ask permission from the owners of the house in Market Street to erect a plaque commemorating Mr Butler O’Brien.

Letter of Congratulations -  It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McCoy and seconded by Cllr Tenanty that a letter is sent to Superintendent Brennan congratulating him and all the Gardai on the recent visit of President McAleese.
Sean O’Reilly brought a number of items to the attention of the Councillors.

Seats on Town – On foot of a proposal by the Age Friendly Committee a number of seats would be installed in the Town: -

1 at Drogheda Rd opposite filling station, 1 at the Day Care Centre car park (part of the wall would be knocked to accommodate the seat).   Cllr Tenanty mentioned that a seat in the Bernard Markey Memorial Park could be included on the list.  Cllr McKenny mentioned a seat outside the Church of Ireland but Sean O’Reilly stated that there was a seat already in place. 

He also informed those present that the two seats that were removed between the Dundalk and Carrick Road roundabouts by persons unknown were replaced.  

Circus/Funfairs in the Fairgreen Park - With the recent installation of the exercise equipment and picnic benches within the park the space remaining is limited.  He asked the Councillors to discuss the above and decide if they wanted the Fairgreen Park made available for future circuses and Fun Fairs etc. The Councillors agreed that there were problems in the past and that there were more suitable locations in the town.

Crossing at Sliabh Breagh/Cherrybrook -  It is proposed to install a pedestrian crossing on the N2 adjacent to the Sliabh Breagh and Cherrybrook estates. Tenders are being sought at present.

Footpath on the Drogheda Road – It is proposed to install a footpath from Boys School southwards towards the first petrol station. 

Visitors Book - All Cllrs were requested to comply with the health and safety regulations to sign in and out using the visitor’s book provided at reception.  This is necessary for anyone going into the office area.  

A list of all Age Friendly works, listed in the Ardee Local Area Plan to be compiled in a report by S O’Reilly and brought back to the members.

Cllr Malone, presented a painting to ATC which commemorated 800 years of Ardee.  The members unanimously agreed to send a letter of thanks to Sean King for this very kind gift.
This concluded the meeting

 Signed:       ____________________               Dated:           _____________
